India?   Or rather why is Moscow interested in divid-
ing India?
The activity on the Indian front has to be consi-
dered in the light of the crisis in the Middle East
Russia at present possesses the largest military
force on the land area of Asia. They are in Central
Asia. They occupy Azerbaijan. They are reported
to be only a few miles from Teheran. They are all
over Manchuko. The Turks and Arabs have given
up Iran as lost. The Arabs are now endeavouring hard
to create a defensive block of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria,
Transjordan and Lebanon to collaborate in a joint mili-
tary defence against Russia.
The treatment of Azerbaijan should be an eye-
opener to India* Azerbaijan is one of the most vital
productive areas in Iran. Its surplus supplies the de-
ficit areas elsewhere. Persia, deprived of this most
fertile area with common land frontiers with TLS.SJt.
cannot possibly continue an, independent existence.
The absorption of Iran into U.S.S.R. appears to be
only a question of time.
How was this done? I wish our people studied
the method by which this was done. The local officials
who were not prepared to subserve Russia were forced
to leave this area. Persian Government was not
allowed to replace them by its own officers. The
authority of the rest of the Persian officials was under-
mined by the high-handed behaviour of Russian Offi-
cials. The local leaders were exiled or cowed into
submission.
The local branch of Tuda or which is euphemis-
tically called the "Democratic Party" began to terro-
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